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upon individuals and different communities?
How can an architecture policy contribute to
improving those preoccupations? What are
the best examples to illustrate the positive
impact of architecture on people? And, what
strategies could be employed to help the
public better understand the value of well-
designed environments?

While it was not difficult to reach consensus
about pressing issues, it was more
challenging to identify precise strategies to
address them. Highlights of the discussion
included the suggestion that more education
and communication was necessary to
generate a better understanding of
architecture amongst the general public.

It was proposed to give more media
attention to the built environment by raising
the quality and quantity of architectural
criticism in mainstream publications and
newspapers. Our group debated if those
critics should be architects, academics or
unspecialized cultural critics. While there
was no consensus on the right background
or expertise for critics, there was broad
agreement that cross/trans/multi-disciplinary
research and collaboration was necessary

in architecture. Cross-disciplinarity has the
potential to not only deepen appreciation of
the built environments in all its complexity,
but also to highlight the importance of
architecture across diverse domains. Better
understanding would mobilize different
agents of the built environment, such

as entrepreneurs, builders, politicians,
institutional boards, and community groups.

Regarding ways that built environments are
appreciated, we suggested that the notion
of "comfort” might be an accessible way

to communicate architecture’s qualitative
components, thus avoiding a shallow and

ocular-centric interpretation of the built
environment. "Comfort” can encompass
questions of atmosphere, thermal control,

sound quality, natural light, ventilation, safety,

aesthetic and synesthetic experience, as well
as a sense of community and belonging. Re-
considering the place and experience of the
human as the center of our concern, leads us
to think about the more-than-human issues,
like relationships to broader ecosystems.
Around the table, the climate crisis was

the focus of concern, with sustainability
conceptualized in terms of resilience,
building regulations and architectural
strategies, but also the preservation of
historic buildings.

Finally, our group pondered the temporalities
of architecture - how we account for the
integration of the past, as well as the future
and responsibility for heritage. Our table
suggested that architects might be involved
in projects from their very inception, working
with clients early to establish parameters and
develop holistic approaches. If time scales
might help us to consider differently the
processes of the built environment, it also
conceptualizes progress, value, growth and
prosperity under alternative criteria.

Timely Initiative and Vast Potential

The event addressed the importance of
policies and the numerous challenges that
built environments confront now and will
continue to face in the years to come. More
work needs to be done to show specific ways
that policies might advocate for reciprocal
relationships with Indigenous communities,
for spatial justice in cities, as well as how
research and education might tackle
questions of environmental sustainability
early on in the education.

If the future of
our profession
dependsona
specific issue

it may be the
capacity to
contribute to
the fight for a
more accessible
and just city.

- Maggie Cabana

We are indebted to the dedicated and
generous organizers of CAFE Quebec. Too
rare are the occasions to gather people
from different Canadian universities as well
as practicing architects and professional
institutions. The CAFE was an important

way to catalyze serious conversation

and intensify thinking about a possible
architecture policy for Canada. That timely
initiative - following the recent election - has
the potential to bring forward changes at the
national level in the years to come.

Now that we have returned to our respective
schools, the reflection is not over. In

our capacity as educators, students and
researchers, it is important to assess the
ways that those discussions might influence
how we teach and conduct research, and
attune us to various forms of activism to
enhance our built environments.

Future CAFEs

The next CAFE will be hosted by Ryerson
University on February 6, 2020; followed by
CAFE Prairie at the University of Manitoba
on February 28, 2020; and CAFE West at the
University of Calgary on March 12, 2020.

Canadian Architecture Forums on Education
are supported by a SSHRC Connection
grant and the Canadian Council of
University Schools of Architecture (CCUSA),
representing twelve architecture programs
in Canada.
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